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AD :"PA, 2156 Cambridge Ave., Chicago, Illinois, is an amateur. publ-
icat: a1 for the Science Fiction Fan. Published bimonthly. Subscript-
~ion > s=s: 10c per issue; 25¢ for three issues; life subscription$b.
For advertiising rates, see page 25, '
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The opinions expressed in.this.magazine are solely those- of the auth-
ors, and tio not necassarily represent the viewpoint of the staff, nor
of AD ABTEA....AA Invites literary contributions, articles of general
interest 10 science fiction fandom...unique, startling, expositibe...
essay-itype maveriai of opincnative nature, of lasting interest., . Con-
troversial wriicles are not barred, but they must not contain anypen
sonal slancder, and must not overstep the bounds of literary decency.

Your comments, suggestions, and criticisms are solicited., The next i#

. of AD ASTRA will appear approximately Febrmary 20th. - . The Editor
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Page 2. AD ASTRA
UEdItoriallyeense
by the. Editor

And, with this issue of AD ASTRA over three weeks late, I come
to the last page, guiltily known as the "editorial alibi section". Al-
though the road to hell is paved with good intentions, we did have ev-
ery intention of getting this number in the mail on the 20th of Dec.,
1939. Obviously, we didn't; the shame-faced truth is, #4 and #5 AA,
have been quarterly, rather than bi-monthly. We hope to make up for
this deplorable fact by issuing #6 in thirty days, thias taking the ed-
ge off of our tardiness and catching up with the bi-monthly date of
AA's publication schedule.

In the way of excuses, I might remark that "even margins" aren't
furi, Realizing, though, ..that neatness of format was the magazine'g-
bigzest weakness, 1t was decided that henceforth a "dummy" issue.of AA
would be prepared on galley forms. This meant twice as much work, ev-
en if the element of uncertainty was eliminated. Your editor, having,
discovered there are only twenty-four hours per day, during which = at
least one-quarter—------ is generally spent sleeping, was particularly
hard-pressed, when he learned ' that 'only a pitipully small portion of
that time was-available for science fiction. And then, that was out,
of the-oré~guartier day -generally spent sleeping. Conseguently, though
alde-de-camp Meyer did a herolec hare of the labor, besides his regul-
ar work as Business Editor, AD ASTRA is late.

This-menth.we .present something we had 'mo idea would appear, a
few weeks-ago.. It.came very unéxpectedly. -One day, when I was loung-
ing in.3156. Cambridge headcuarters, Richie Meyer -flung a #1 Amazing
Stories dangerously,K violent on the floor: -"Dammit, .Msrk!" said he,
"things. have. come, to a prefty penny!" I looked up in.surprise and,
then saw the .reason for the outburst. He had.been reading some cont=-
emporary. S~F. news-sheets., "So, you'll put-out.another fan magazine ,
and be- happy,!. I. replied sarcastically. "That's just what I'm gadng
to dod!. Rich cried with vim. As a result, you'll find the first isae
of his mag "MID-WEST Fan News", included in this issue as its debut.In
future issues,, his mag will appear as a separate publication, obtain-
able by subscription through 3156 Cambridge. But, the rest is explai-
ned in the pages of MID~WZST,., Thanx to him, we're introducing it in AA
as a special treat to our subscribers and I feel sure that you willall
show ybur appreciation by subscribing immediately to the newest of Mr.
Rim =ublications.

~11s issue of AD ASTRA is respectfully :dedicaged to ASTOUNDING...
S5CxZ. 2 -FICTION,the third professional magazine to appear in this spe-
clal ssries. In connection with the event, Mr. Campbell has written
his guest editorial, and elsewhere in this issue willl be found a con-
cise statistical resume of ASTOUNDING for handy collector's reference.
From now on, dedications will be presented at rare and appropriate in-
stances, for we have covered the "big three'" and the other pros are of
comparatively recent date, thus making a statistical resume of their
existences unnecessary.

The cover this month is reproduced by permission of AMAZING STOR-
IES, it being the Krupa drawing to "War with Jupiter" by W. Lawrence
Hamling and Mark Reinsberg in the May 1939 issue. Last issues repro=-
duction, as well as the one on the cover this issue, are from personal
"original" collection of your editor, and, if you wish,there are many
fine examples of science fiction art which wi%i Ee reprgducgd.ggples

% a1l wing ' ined through AD ASTE ¥ sending in .
of al%nggggé%§§1§?yrggdg?gadf AA mig%t send 20 ce%@s to N.L._Egmoiﬁié
for a copy of the lst-igsue of STARDUST, sugerb, printed, semi=br
th materlal by many professional authors and S=F lumin w88, . .. .

r n Wilcox, #W2.C.
Next AA will feature a great article by Don W R

] ] e.'..'.....
want t0 miss, A word to the wis
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Science fiction * * ig specialised and
and to fans are a * gresl EDDEQRAR * that, in congegu=
que2r nattern of % No. 2 ' * ence,comparatively
paradoxes,a lovely '* v i Thynm . * few 'men can write
sturtlimg | jground ok .:_ - SORIN: 73 ‘¥ 'in‘the TiRi¢; “and
for authors and M- % , JOFN W, GAMPBELL, Jr. * writé well.lle leat
itcrs olike: Re-  *. i Editor: ' & 113ng bilut}gors.: I{l}éS-‘t
cause scienge fic- % ; A Largine ] * e able to write,
R um;ﬁe 5 ASTOUMDING SCIENCE-FICTION 1 .5 & strong -and
sort of materiajl. %ok ok ok sk ok ok skok sk ok Kok sk Kok R Kok oK Ok ok kkok ok - 1 egical  imaginate

it mecessarily re-
aches a unique sort of mind,and®.
consequance,a romparatively amall
group, widely scattered, Tecause
of the difrereninass. of -the mat- -
erial and the unuasual “trend - of
mind nez2aed for iis appreciation,
it has = 3trong tendepcy to build:
up;, palls: about, itself; o bring .
forth groups and - orgerizations
seeking meeting of similar active
minds. 1t mekes personalities
Important. in .ita field.

The authors of science fiction
are. persconalities to the fans to
a greater extent than, perhaps,
in eany other field of fiction,
There 1is an intent and personal
interest in ¥iztleading writers;
new :uthors recognized as new mes
almc t  Instantly by nearly all -
far.. and their work -carefully
strdied. There are the old fav-
orites who are wedg and favoraply
known, surely, in such a fileld,
author success will tend to - be
stable and lasting.

_.And, surely, it is not.. In no
field does the turnover of authors
proceed as rapidly and as firelly.
In no field is leadership so apt
to shift rapidly and with = such
comp’eteness,

"Yet science fiction fans feel
they are peculiarly faithful to
the leading workers in the field!

They aren't and can't be, be-
cause they're far mere fajthful--
and rightly so---to a philosophy
that - inecvitably 1leads to rms§id:
shifting, -
ence tiction is a changing future; .
a constantly bettering,different,
tomorrow, and an équaliy complete
dedication'to, the idea of progress,

Three things, then, lead inev-

itably.to.a-rap{d change of lead- -
erships: . the fact that the field .

w2

The. very basis of scis -

. ion,and a sense-of
dpama----8 Series of qualifica-~
tions that vastly. reduced the
possible number of authors. Sec-
ond, that demand for progress and
change. .New ideas and new methods
of presentation =-nd development
must be worked out. And third,the
increasing demand -hat arises when
author A turns cut a story not
only presenting a good ideaé but
presenting it in well-handled form
with a gcod sense of drama and a
keen choice of words, firtal%gﬂb-l
ie ch it in quality.Then.
gé%ﬁrggﬁﬁ?? when-the‘q qual¥ty' of
Author A's work Dbecomes & fligné-
ard; inevitably author B{ -8 new
man,turns up with yet better han-
dling and science. -

The early days of science fic-
tion were the stable days. Then,
a powerful ‘new idea served %o
make a story, and only the exce-
ptional yarn presented characters
end an idea., New ideas were easy
to. present then----not a tenth of
the possibles had been used. It's
very different now----and the au-
thors- who could think up ideas by
the-ream, and characters not at
all, have gone. He was succeed-
el by the author who thought up the
plot--action in a strange locale,
by the-.ream, and outlined a char-
acter in solid blacks and ‘whites,
without shading, or made charac-
ters by mechanical tricks.

He was succeeded in turn. The
higher.quality of the material
became, the tougher competition--
and théd'more care went into mak-
ing a story.

From ° this end---~the Editor's
Desk~-~the reaetion to the "old-
favorites" is frequently interes-
ting. = The typical expression of
that reaction runs: T was v
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glad to see a story by John.J.
Oltimer. We haven't heard ‘from
him in years,and his "The Blasted
Rocket&" was welcome., The best
story in the issue was "Thoughts
Can't Die" by Richard Newguy.New-
guy's a real find. His plot isn't
new, but he's worked it up in a
way that really puts it-: over,
Next best was......Finally, "The
Blasted Rockets"was all right toof

Some fade away quietly; some
flicker in and out a while, and
are finally dropped. And some,
change with the years, developni
as rapidly as the magazines, " an
stay on top, of course. -But how
many can you name that have stay-
ed on top for five years? Seven
years? Ten years?

Science fiction is now begin-
ing, it seems to me, the last
phase of rapid change. There
should be a naw stability----- but
that stability of authors can came
only when all the top men have re-
ached a level of genuine literary
valu-. comparable with that of the
genei:zl magazine field. When sci-
ence ‘iction presents material
worded as carefully, plotted as
poverfully, and characterized as
ac.urately as the b.»* marda ~in
any field, then, and oniy then,
can a true sitability be maintain-
ed. Science fiction presents bas-
ically different plots----but it
has,and never had, any excuse for
presenting those ideas and plots
in poorly constructed and poorly
written stories. A good idea pre-
sented badly means simply that
what might have made a great stary
in the hands of a good writer has
been wasted for all time, for ne-
ver again can that idea be both
new and powerfully presented,

Like any pioneers, the early
writers staked out vast tracks of
the virgin field, and used ideas,
profligately,wasted the reseurces
with criminaily faulty methods of
utilization,

Today, truly competent writers
are developing those ideas expos-
ed, but never really used, 1into
stories far stronger than was the
early material. In early science

AD ASTRA

fiction, to expose the idea was
enough; today some use must be
made of it.

Nowhere in the field is that
more forcefully illustrated than
in the screwy-animal story. Time
after time, stories had appeared
in which the heroes went to a
strange planet,and the author then
conducted them through the local
z00, though he called it the loc-
al jungle, displaying one wadrd
animal after another, winding up
with the hero whose r'eet were ti-
red and a reader who had lost a3
interest in the author's tour-de
force of animal-thinking up.

The complete failure of -sdence
fiction to make proper use of its
possibilities is beautifully dem-
onstrated by the astonished joy
aroused by Weinbaum's stories.,
Weinbaum usually thought up only
ohe or two strange animals----but
he positively staggered science
fiction by its unique and unheard
of idea of using them as charac-
ters!

This issue of AD ASTRA is ded~
icated to ASTOUNDING SCIENCE-FIC-
TION. Properly,I think,the ques-
tion arises as to just what AST-
OUNDING is dedicated to. - IThe
foregoing may, I think, indicate
the answer. ASTOUNDING is dedi-
cated to the proposition that alil
men may be created free, but they
are not created equal, Some are
good writers,and some merely have
ideas. Some can expose an idea--
and some can make of it a story--
that is worth remembering. We
want only the latter type. th

ASTOUNDING is dedicated to th
idea that, in rapid rejection of
the authors who do not improve---
with the field, science fictim...
fans kpow what they're doing. We
will accept only stories....which
are well written, well plotted,
and use their basic idea, o :

And we will continue to have a’
high author turnover till the
quality of science fiction 18 al
up to the level of the bestin 3
er fields, Some of it is in the
last few months., All of it will
be. __' ’
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Welilrd filctlion is one of the
ost difficulg of all types to
rit:, aud it attracts nearly all
uth rs, odern as well as classic,
Iitevitably few masterpileces of
fantasy are produced. But occas-

sionally we read a story that:

stigks in our memory, because it
has produced a real emotion or
mood for a fleeting time. An ef-
fective weird tale should give us
what the Scots caxl a''cauld grue"
~- a moment in which intellect is
in abeyance, and emotion rules ,
the emotion of half-instinctive
fear. It 1g this that makes us
look up from the pages of a book
to glance at a dark acorway. No-
thing is there, of course, and we
know it. Yet if a weitd story can
make the reader feel, however
briefly, that he may not be alone
it has fulfilled its purpose.

Too many modern writers, in an
attemnt to achieve this affect,

smeaz hvﬂror upon horror. ~Vamp=--
ires .1 incubl pop up on the
first _;59, arid cach scale and

tentaclic of every demon 1y des-
cribodl 2and minute detail. The
iresult is often sihxszir boredoms. ..
Restraint, that vitgl factor in a
weird tale, 1s omitted. I can re-
call no great mastsrpiece of fane
tasy that poured such floods of
fear upon the reader's sunrinking
head. 1Hiost of these classlcs are
remember=d for the single moment
of stark,abysmal terror that cre-
ated a 'ood not ea91ly forgetten.
Often this effect is achieved,
by strong contrast. Atmosphere,
characterization, style and some-
times irony may play their part,
but in the ghost storiesdof James,
the ultimate horror is heightened

: recall a sailor,
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by the antlquarian data and the
eartiny,faidiliar touches that have
gone before. Aot until the climax
as a rule, does James introduce,
the inexplicably supernatural. I
recall one charming tale by this
author in which a man,digging for
treasure in a dark well,uncovered
a recess containing a mouldy sacke
He pulled the sack toward nim; it
fell against his body and put its
arms around his neck. The ghast-
liness of tiiis unexpected, hor=-
rible situation i1s ifresistable.

The same writer mentions a man
who, dozing in his armchair,found
himself sleepily stroking the tmck
of his dog, crouching beside thne
chair unseen. The moment of hor-
ror occurs when the man realizes,
that he has no dog, and when the
faceless, hairy thing 2t his side
rigeg into view,

n Wells' famous "Red Room'",
the ultimate horror occurs when,
tha '¢rndles that Tform the only
light begin to go out one by one,
while the narrator frantically,
and vainly trleo to reklndle‘de.
In Vincent O'Sullivan's "Business
of Madame Jahn", the .climax is
reached when a corpse, flogting
unsupported in air, cries to its
murderer, "I have been dead for
many days." _And in "The Wendigo"
of course, the unendurably horri-
ble suggestion of what Defago's
feet resemble after his sojourn
with the Wendigo, 1s zheer genius
to my mind at least..

Cne touch of horror. One mo=
ment of revelation and fear. In
"The Beast ' with Five Fingers", it
is the description of the fat,pa-
11id hand crawling like a spidef
on the desk. In "The Shadows on
the Wall" the shuddsr comes not
when the shadows of the dead ap-
pear, but when their murderer ,
armed with a sword, systematical-
ly slashes empty air where those
who cast the shadows should have
stood.

In Morgan Robertson's "From
the Darkmess and the Depths", a
story of am invisible octopus

that is washed aboard a ship,
grlnped by the
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unseen, sliding toward the scup-
pers as he screams and claws the
deck. In Lovecraft's "Dunwich
Horroe" I remembar the descrip-
tion of the dying Half-human mon-
ster, and espOCLally the gnastly
tentacles which "changed color"as
the thing breathed. 1In Belknap
"Space-Eaters", I
shudderer: over the inexplicable ,
whlte object that ran down a tree
‘and clongated liks.an arm, as.it
pursucd the fleeing victim.

. - These:situations, 1lifted from
their surréundings, are meaning-
' less save to those who have read
"the tales in Question. For that
reason I - have tried +td .choose
‘stories which most fanslihgve read
‘or. should -have read. As I say,
the single scenes are ineffective
save as. integral partsg:of t .bha
whole,A weird yarn néed follow no
arbitrary formula or pattern; =~ it
can make its own laws, so long as
it achieves 1ts purpose. But: ' 1
believe that all gcod weird stor-
ies possess this single moment of
horror which surpassces everything
elee in the epogs. It is easy en-
ough to prove or disaprove this..
What weird fantasies do you . Pa-
cadld | off-+hand? And why do you
remember them? What scene is cal-
led to mind when jyou think of
"The White People' by Machen, for
example,- or Bulwer-Lytton's '"Ho-
use .and the Brain"?

It is nccessary to utilize the
emotions ‘as well as the intellect
in writing a weird tale---=-a good
one,. Any capable author can turn
out a ghost story which wlll be

i
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enjoyable reading and provide br-
lef entertainment. But in order

" to arouse any real emotion in the

reader it is vital for the writer
to feel something of that emotion
himself. He must, for the nonce,
at least half-believe that he 1is

" a character in his story. He must

hypnotize -himself into

that. character's emotions.
A certain restraint,of course,

is adv1uable. More than. once,

feeling

"when I'm writing a yarn and have,
"my character in a tough spot, I

find myself unconsciously emitting
the most extraordinary sounds--
gasps~-~-groang=—-—-=--~ horse rasps
and the occaslonal, "Ooocooh God"!
If anybody is in the room with me
at the time, " they are startled,
to say.the leasts

~ I once wrote a tale in. which,
the prdtagonist was buried alive,
And I did my damnest to feel as
he would have felt. I visualized
the darkness, the weight of earth
pressing down, -.aud,the =~ &iffi-
culty in breathing, even: to the
extent of holding my breath. Whe-
ther or not this had anything to,
do with it, the published story,
proved popular with readers.

Now I do not recommend carry-
ing such literar; excrcises toa
far, . But I do feel that visual~-
ization and emotional projection.
are important if one wants to
write a zood welird tale. Without
these factors, it is next to im-
posgsible to create that moment of
stark, shuddery,norror that makes
such stories as"fhe Empty Birth"
and "The Damned Thing"remembered.,
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CONVZ TION?
Auﬁu_i, 1940,

YOU planning to attend the CHICAGO 1940 WORLD SCIENCE FICTION

Which dates would be more convenient for you; sometime in
or Sept. lst, over the tihree-day Labor Day -holiday? e

et e answers to those two questions must be learned at once, for,

the u"ventlon Committee must plan the entire event,
Would everyone please drop-us a few lines telling if you are

advance.

many months in

planning to be in Chicago for the Convention, so we will have some id-
ea as to how many to expect...and, also include your preference on the

date the Convention
ecigted.

should be held on.

Your cooperation will be appr-

il All communications regarding the Convention should be sent to the
Chairman of the Convention Committee, IFF Headquaters, 3156 Cambridge,

Ave., unlcago, Illinois,

- MID-WEST MARKY
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Seabury Quimwas born in Wash-
ington, D.C. on January 1, 1889
where he lived until = 1917. He
practiced law for seven years,

having acquired two law - degrees,.

LL.B. and LL.M, At the outbreak
of the World War he .entered trai-
ning camp, ‘expecting to serve in
the Infantry, but,possibly becau-
se. of his- legal training, was
ffEnsferred and assigned to {pte-
lligence work. After eighteen
months of active servicey he.was
honorably discharged and, as his
parents had died in the meantime,
he decided to knock around for - a
while. ' £ oepts

His first position was with the
0old "Casket", a trade magazine of
the Funeral Directors profession,
Fer the next eighteen years he
served successfully as reporter,
assisrant editor, managing editor
and elitor, During his residence
in New York City he married a girl,
with whom he bhad gone to sch-
ool. They have one son, born July
4, 1226, in Brooklyn;Seabury Quinn
Junior. The Quim¥ now reside " ..in

"Washington, Szatury (Sr.) is five

feet, ten inches tall, weighs 190
1bs, but be assured that "none of

. 'his fat sags'..

., Seabury's principal form . of
amusement, otheér than reading and
wrivirg, 1s walking; he just fol~
lows his nose in all kinds of we-
ather, day or mnight,whenever: the
fancy takes him. No doubt many a
story has been evolved while :on
these - wandering walks which he

, delights in.

Everyona has'pet peeves. Sea-
bury has three. '  Americans who
aren't 100% sold on Americaj peo-

- pl> who try to mind other pegle's

buziness; and people who don't

.was a second

- which ran through
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think the moderns -are -turning. out
just as fine writing, both prose
and poetry, as any of the ’''clas-
sics™, - T, el gl

' e gtarted writing . while - 'dn
the army, =~ having long periods of
duty in which there was nothing
more exciting to do than sit. be-
side a telephone, His farst ac-
cepted story was -published -in
Street & Smith's:' Detective Story
Magazine in 1918, .and dealt with
what was then a novelty in  -that
magazine, a vampire. - -

. hen Weird Tales started hewas
one of their first .contribut ors.
The first tale for them was = "The
Phantom Farmhouse'", published in
the October,1923,issue. This has
¥iad a conmsiderszbie effect on wei-
rd literature, and is still occe-
ssionally mentioned. . -

‘5 years later when Weird Tales
‘republished it as a "reprint", ;n
March,1929, it won first place in
‘the reader-votes - Following this
story and "Out of the Long Ago!,
a story of werewolfism,. he turnec
‘to fact-articles and ran.a series
of weird crimes 'in teird Tales
for about a year. Followed that
with a series on the falem witch-

-‘eraft persecutions, which ran for
“almost another year.

Titlg- of
this second series was "Servants
of Satan¥, A must on your read-

“ing list, if you have not already

enjoyed this fine story.:

Seabury has written stories

“not of a weird nature,for several
" other magazines. A series, twenty

seven in all, of the Military In-

_telligence under the general tit-
" le of "The Washington Night's En-

tertainment" appeared in Real De=-
tective Tales. - Following these
series called "The
Problems of Professor Forrester",
some eighteen

or twenty adventures. Turing the

~-brief life of:Magic .Carpet Maga-
- zine he-had a story in every is-
“,8ue, these tales dealing with the
, - adventures. of. a soldier of fortu-

' ne i

‘He-. was more. interested in the

:g’weird,wsupernatunal and fantastic
““than in straight

crime detection
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so that when Real Detective Tales
changed its policy and Dbecame a
"True Story'"boock, he was not sor-
ry to give up detective stories
to devote himself to a study . of
the supernatural. and give “the re-
sults of his researches-to read-
ers througsh the exploits of Jules
de Grzndin. s
T 1925,while casting: about for
sometning to write one Sunday af-
ter: “m he hit upon the-character
of cv..s de Grandin, and-his foil
Dr. Sanel Trowbridge, He hddn't
int-nded writing  more ' than one
story avout de Grandin, but edit-
orizl and reader response way. SO
immediate and enthusiastic that
for the next thirteen years he
did praciically mo other stories,
De Grandiun Ccecame an institution
in Weard T&lzs,and has ninety flve
stories purlished  about  him;
this peing something of 2 record,
The First de @Grandin story was
entitled'"The Horror on the Links"
and appeared in the October, 1925
issue of Weird Tales:. This was a
"reprint" in the May, 1937 issue.
The present editorial policy of
Weird Talest! of shorter storieshas
concluded this-series, in Weird
Tales at least,for the time being.
~ A book on Mortuary Jurisprud-
ence and numerous articles relat-
ing ©o the Funeral Director have
beern published in various Trade-
mageczines. Seabury has also been
a lecturer on the staff of one
embalming school and a guest-lec-
turer at another. He id now un-
der cecitract with one or two tra-
de-magazines, His articles are
as interesting as  his stories;
His time is pretty well taken up,
with writing pattly under cont-
ract, and partly as free lance.
Here are some of the reasons,
that make ir. Quinn the success
he is today in his chosen field:
He Dbelieves that the fact that a
story is published on pulp paper
does not excuse the writer from
giving it everything he has, both
as to material, plot and style.
He builds his’ stories, laboring
over them for hours to polish th-
em, and select the exact word he
needs to express the exact mean-

.-of"a fact-article.

‘part of the magszine.
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ing he desires to convey. He sp-
ends hours in research,-gathering
data for each story with all the
care he gives to the preparation
: He is a slow
workman, seldom turning out more
than 1500 words a day,and putting
it all down in longhand Dbefore
transcribing a rough draft on the
typevriter. This rough draft is
then polished with as much care
ag possible, and from the revised
version a fair copy is made for
the editor. The necessary--study
for "Uncanonized",Weird Tales for
November, 1939, required -almost
three weeks. The story wae set
down on paper in a little more
than ten days. These pains-taken
methods have born fruitj;Quinn has
held his popularity for eailmost
twenty years of continuous writ-
ing, while a lot of pulp’'suthars
have fallen into the discard and
been forgotten. » -
He has always been interested
in the Funeral Director and Emb-
almer, and is one of the very few
authors, if not the only one, who
has always given us a boost; most
authors picture the Funeral Dir-
ector as a vulture and a robber.
His story in the January,1940,is-
sue of Weird Tzles, "Mortmain'',
has as its hero a Funeral Direc-
tor, This is something that he
has wanted to do for a long time.
His story is very accurate and a
tpuer and fairer picture of the
Funeral Director than any I have
ever- read. Tyt
Seabury has written many stor-
ies for Weird Tales other than
the de Grandin series; he is a
One of the
outstanding fantasy stories of
all time; past, present, futurey
is his tale of '"Saint Nick'; "Ro-
ads'' appeared in the January,l938
issue. If you haven't read this
delightful tale of the Yuletide
Spirit, do so'by all means. This

. if none other, makes him the Dean

of Fantasy in my humble opinion."

By the AMERICANVISM -expressed,
in some of his steries, Quinn hasg
earned the hatred of "“members of
foreign-minded groups, who have
not' been slow to express their
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displeasure. One story of his,
"Washingten Mocturne', a story of
the Unknwon Soldier, which appea-
red in the May,1939,issue of Wei-
rd Tales, which attacked both Fa-
cism and Communism, was particul-
arly unpopular with fellow trave-
lers and followers of European
dictatorships. The Communists a-+
ccused Quinn of being a Fasgist,
the Fascists accused him being a
Communist. Nearly a year after
the story's publication,people of
these political beliefs are still
writing to Weird Tales, bitterly
denouncing Quinn and suggesting

- —— —— T — S —
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ity as a writer, which is absurd.
Hé has also received many abusive
and insulting letters, ~from the
same sort of Reds, and Parlor Pi-
nks, saying that he isn't fit to
contribute to Weird Tales, some
of them go so far as to 'make it
so--hot for him" that he'll be gil-
ad . to stop writing. This will
give you an idea of what a writer
finds himself up against in these
days of conflicting "isms". But
it is to the credit of Seabury
that these threats haven't stop-
ped him from what he feels is
right.
THE END

- ————— o . —— - —— - =
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"THE PRINCESS CF ATVATABAR"
by William ' R. Bradshaw
Printed by J.F. Douthitt, New York City; 1892.

The interesting part of this book, 1is that there are few collecw
tors who possess a copy of this, one of the best of its kind ever wri.
tten. “

As a book it is a unique item to have. A large sized affain,
with a very thick cover, the title in gold lettering. The interior is
profusely illugtrated with over fifty full page illustrations, - all of
which deal with the fantastic. In the preface, the author speaks of
his combining the best features of Verne, Wells, Haggard, Stevenson,
and Lytton into a super-fantasy, with realistic descriptions, !

The story itself is keenly interesting,for it is one of the first
stories to use the inner-world plot, .much like Burroughs later did in
his Pellucidar Stories. In this tale, a group of explorers:in search
of adventure sail to the North Pole. When they arribe there, they are
caught in a great storm which brings the uncontrolable ship into a
huge ice cavern. From then-on they travel down an underground river
and arrive at the inner-world, Atvatabar. The people of this land are
very far advanced in many sciences and'arts, yet.are without modefn
weapons and the like, for they still use,what are to us,ancient imple-
ments and clothes of 2000 years ago. However, they have already perf-
ected super trains, a type of rocket ship, rays, flying belts, robots,
and many other marvelous devices. ' o

Lexington, the hero and leader of the Polar Expedition, falls in
love with Lyonne, the high-priestess.. The Magicians and Pr{ests don't
favor the newcomers to their land and subsequently declare war. But
the explorers win, and the story comes to an end as Lexington and Ly-
onne are crowned King and Queen of the Inner-world.

The story 1s a most remarkable one when ingenuity and newness:of
plot are taken into consideration, for the book was written in the be-
ginning of the 90s, it being a forerummer to many themes in science f-
ction now in common use, vae
(Mr. Korshak advises that the above book is for sale and quotes readers
of AD ASTRA the special price of $5. See advertisement page.-Editor-.)
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Tizse things Have the esseﬁoe,
of dreams but dre not dneins.They
are castles of Imagery built with
the building stones of. fact. . If
facts and reality are solid, these
things whereof ‘we ' speak- have the
game solldity of thoge things you
touch and those things you can
see on a sumamery nignt high in
1nfinlte ‘distances aboves:

entsiyou’ are there and I am here,

ard ‘out of ‘thése million millions.

of moments 1t shall never recur
agaln, a precious instant, ‘'wasted
with
ing, with thoughts :that dave - a
fading substance but which f1lit
forever, But you are there and.I
am here--one brief instant. That
is what I mean by coincldence.

I have a good friend who.swears.:

what I repeat is true. On  the
surfaze » 1t béars the earmarks: of
super  Litious hodgepodge; bwt un-
derly ...z 1t are the elements, of
matter-of-fact substance. His
own brother was far out on the

‘sea, wihlle he lay dreaming. In
his .ind he saw the decks of . the
ship swept by wind and rain, felt .

the vegsel heave and toss in the
elemental fury of tempest -and

storm,and as he stood in the hat-

‘chway, a massive dog ran from the
rainswept decks and sprang .up;

placing its fcrepaws on his shou- .

lders. It was only a dream, but

a few days later my Iriend recel--

ved a telegram saying his brother

‘had died-~-~at the same moment of

his strange dream when bnenmgslve :
=his

dog had stood glaring inh
eyes. he calls it a~stranne cofe
ncidence, ‘but .
“thinks .of it. _
of wonderment and  horror/- seems

fpmone to. underly. a LL co;ncidence.
But ng matter. . TIME: the,
[ is; aucygle.é hg FUTURE runs. b&CK?

woeooNENLY ..
‘Out of ‘z-miltion millien - -mome ...

words that are without: mean=.
. with the PRESINT :INSTANT of

name
‘made what was to nim a -
, discovery.

.~ relation of events,

. as a classic by itself.
‘guccess of Gulliver's Travels has

ery made by

shudders when he
The, gossamer stuff - - ]
" .“Laputa,

ward into the PAST, " is part of a
wheel. of : time,  or the many- wheels
of time, and if .that is so, . we
each -have counterparts from the
past and future which are here in
the present. Or perhaps many cou-
neterparts. Or perhaps we are a
part of every living. soul that ex-
igsts., But. even thatvis of no mos
It would. just be a vast co-_
incidence.

It is all a huge nix—up,if you
want. to consider the fubtare and’
past is Rnotted up with the pres-

:ent, a tangled line of existence,

that may carry many counterparts,
coe~
existence a strange coincidence
of many chance meetihgss -

In August, 1877, a man hurried
from the telescope of the Nawval
Observatory of Washington. . His
was Hall, and he had - just
momentous
The fact that his name.
was to be marked down in astrono-
my - for his finding has nothing to
do: with this correspondence and
which really

began a CENTURY AND A HALF ZARLI®:!

ER.

A century and a half earlier,
in 1726, a man by the name of
Swift was publishing a biting sa-
tire - that was to remain forever
Yet . the

nothing to do with the lssue.What
DOES ~ .concern us is that .remark-
able thlng which he conceived,
drawing his substance from noth-
ingness, which was to precede (by
a ‘tentury and a .half) the discov-
enthusiastic young
Hall with his 26 -inch ‘télescope.
In narrating ‘of the voyage 'to
Swif't ,ridiculed “the ‘goi=
ence of the dayy. agtronomy ~inglu=

.............

-and in ‘further " ‘reyelatidis
%L con%?nued .on page }ﬁ.llﬂa!“ 4
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FAZ5ST FACTS by "Farwest" Jack Erman 3¢ 3k sk ke ok ook ok ok ok ok ok ok o sk ke ok ok ok ok
",.& the last-~shall b firstlm*
~-I'tom an old Ceben vroverb by Confuse-us. I always think its- kinda*
classy to start off a column with a quotation, denchu? In this csse,I*
mean the last LASFL meeting of last month shall b the first regoi-iad
upon.

Twas on the 5th Thursday of November---how well we remember---&
all thru the land there was turkey on hand! & the imagirnatives of LA
did indeed have something to b thankful for that holiday, for our mems
were invited to the home of Secy Yerke for a real oldfzshiond Thenxgiw
ing Turkey Dinner Delux (with all th' trimmin's) ,hospifebly prepsred &

' ‘served by Bruce's Mother & 'Grandmother, Have Hodgkins, Pogo,Bradbury,

Paul Freehafer, 4e, Morojo, Yerke,Daugherty & other sti'ans together in
one gathering & U'r bound to have a greatime!
MERRITT PRESENT!! .
. ; . (I—ﬁn’
I guess that knockt your eyes out, I guess, I guess. & since U'r
blind, now, I can safely raveal, without pricking our prestige, that
our Merriti was ML Jr, stfan who's a student at Caltech, Pasadena,) -
- . < = - We
lookt over cur library again (recently removed from Bradbury's to Yer-
ke's), & at ouar hostis own collection. (Just noticed I've written 3
'ours® in succession--my, how time fly$¢) Feature of the evening was
an suction of recent issties contributed by new-mem Schrader, - First &c
on each mag to go to Bill, all monies above a nickel to our ' Club~
Treasury. Just to show U how crazy Californians can get, 23c was bid
on the last month's Astounding & the purchaser then proceeded to give
it eway!l Paul Freehafer, having a Famous Fantastic Mysterys he had
res’ « wich was not due on the stands for another wk yet, got into the
spe v of the thing & auctiond it off (the mag, my frend, not the spi-
riv oI the thing) for 17c¢! Bradbury buying. -
R I see by refering to my
report dn AA #4 that I had got asfaras Sep. 11. Backward, O backward
Twue in thy flyt! I had every intention, athatime, of chronicling the
hupnings of our Leag meetings & other events:wk by wk so that mnothing
woud b omitted & it woud not b too much work,the final article requir-
ing only the assembling of the assorted paragrafs. But now I find 12
wks to b recalld, & I am aprlld, for 3 mos.is a lifetime in LA activi-

To refresh my memory I acknowledge indebtedness to the Minutes of
our Secy, Bruce Yerke; he has lent me the Record Bk. In fact, the fol-
lowing coud b .considerd a colaboration, as I have permission to quote
where convenient.

At our meeting of 14 Sep we had S guests from Glen-
dale. These included Roy A Squires 2d & Perry L Lewis., "When the Sec-
retary walked in he found the room in the subdued lite of the -wall"
lamps, whose effect -was quite pleasing on all but the eyes. At -the
time of his entrance, a discussion abcut Esperanto was in swing, with
ome o' the Glendale boys asking Fojak why any one should learn Esperan-
to, - becaude the ones that didn't know it couldn't understand you even
then, He was polinting out that by learning Esperanto, you could only
talk to-12,000,000 people,while if you learned French you can converse
with 75,000,000 people. It turned out, however, that he had never
tried to learn French. -Another one of the faults found with Esperanto
was that if a Frenchman, a Dutchman & an Enflishman got together, they
couldn't recite the poetry of their own countries in Esperanto. There-
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for., due to this hideous & insurmountable drawback, why should anyone
ever bother to learn Esperanto?": '

It myt b x¥plaind here that 'Tubby!
always uses one of Morojo's green & brown ribbons, wich'makes his min-
utes very colofful, Hence the 'italix' in the xcerpis, representing
Bruce's brovn emfasges., : : by g :

‘ Oldtimers seen at the meeting of 21 8ep, - ac-
cording to Yerke, were E. Cunningham, Ron Reynolds, Guy Amory & Doug
Rogers--"all friends of Bradbury!. (Very sub-tle) "Visitor from for-
eign shores was Namrekca Yaj Tserrof." O, I remember that meeting;
that was the one where everyone tTook to signing the rezister in ' some
odd feashion, either hiser namne backward or in Esperarnic or Piglatin,
upsidedown or ? vVerke records an  '"argument about the high & mighty.
cause of science taking place between Morojo & McMurtry(Pasadena Tech-
nocrat) attracted most -of the club members over to that part of “tha-
room, & 1t was here that the meeting took place a short while later,
the same of which consisted of reading the minutes & a letter franlen-
don" (Ted Carnell).

28 Sep: "Ackerman had with him a Polish version
of Flash Gordon" (an original Krupa scientificartoon strip) "which was
read. aloud To all by Bradbury, It was flippantly remarked that it
sounded something 1like the Secretary reading the minutes." Later:
"Numerous  topics of trivial interast occurred, & finally one of  the
mosi. teiviAl of all things happened: Herman Doepke walked in. ' He
prounr. sat down & fell-asleep," When someone remarkt "I wondercwhat-
ever 2upnd to Daugherty", in walkt Walt! Whereat we all bgan to "won-
der'! whatever became of,...& named a dozen different absentees of long
stanii g, hoving they woud walk in. This meeting will always b remem-
berd as Daugherty's, & Walt will have cause lohg to recall it too.
During a 1lull in the conversations he started out by saving he knew
someone who knew all of us, Silly small thing to say! But it developt
into the greatest case cf detection in the annals of the LA " imagi-
natives; nothing like it since the Great Hansen Case  (when we had Lou<
ise Taylor Hansen---abthoress of "The Man From Space, Prince of Liars,
What the Sodium Lines Reveald"--~etc in our midst a whole evening
coudnt get her to tell us who she was.) Daugherty kept shifting the
gex of this mysterious person who knew all of us but didnt wish niser
identity disclosed., Walt was within 100' of himer 12 hrs every day.
Heesh had a foto of 4e. Other clues. Certn of us finaly became con-
vinced as the 4th degree wore on that it coud b none other'n the celes-
tial Celeste De Pinto (Sedepi),; onetime clubmem & contrib'tor to Madeg
& that she must b living in the same apt. as Walt. Ryt after the meet-
ing Russ, Morojo, Pogo, Ray & 4e rusht out to Daugherty's adres, beat-
ing Walt home & arriving just in time to catch Celeste coming down the
st. with a b.f.! Boy, was she embarast! & the next day Daugherty
moved---!

Oet 52 Louise Taylor Hansen returns! Miss Hansen--it was
her bro's pic eich apeard representing her in the old WS---absorbd the
attn;of one & all with her personly prepared charts on ancient contin-
ents, with historys, speculations etc. Dr Acula, also, was back; where
he had been he woud not divulge, but he was looking very plump & his
complexion quite ruddy;& persons have been vanishing unaccountably ev-
ery day in LA,.. "The Quivero Jello Hour" put on a 10 min, play, fea-
- turing Verke & FJA in half a dozen different parts. (This play was

sposed to b a radio broadcast.) Script by the estimable TBY, the "gen-
. eral gist of the horror was that the 2 main characters get into a rock-
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et & when they get out they think they are on the moon. When they are
attakted by some horrible monsters they fight their way out, only to
find they were only shot over the ridge into a Crash Gordon movie set
up. This," concludes our comic secy, "made the members set up." lé

Oct: Paul Freechafer provided entertainment with the 3 records from
THINGS TO COME suite. "These were pounced upon by the Secretary who

set them going & refused to budge during the rest of the evening,whi;e

he listened entranced to the overpowering tempo of The March of Sci«:
ence & to the stirring and panjandrial picture of the Eoilogue. War,

Desoltation, Attack, & the RBrats' Ballad were also played, --- Unfor=-

tunately, Director Hodgkins seeméd not to appreciate the masterpieces

of melody, & set glumly smoking. some Dromedaries, with his hands over
his ears." ' - ;

19 Oct: "For the first time in ah unbroken career of punc-
tual reporting of the horrible minutes of this organization, the Sec-
ret vy had to say: 'There will be no minutes tonite.' The words fell
Thke 2 cloak of doom ‘over those in attendance:s Such a stunning shock.
A sc'rnging concussion.that left the members cold withg horror. -No min-
utes. No meeting, What was. the use? = Why even have a meeting? ~ Why
nct-2ll go nome & think about the war situation? --- ~But no!' WAIP!
Like the sight of a water hole to the starving dessert travler, Tike
th: first faini part of the.rim of the sun betokening the day to aman
ooned Seleriian pioreer, there shines forth the lite of hope. A play!
The.Horrible Trvasion. Seventeen pages of masterful fantasy. Perhaps -
this migh? wisst some of the benumbing shock. It will! For Bradbury
will te in the plsy,li"  To make a Zhort story long, this play was a
sort or .farcizl take-off on "The Legion of Time",the plot being that a
group.of persons who werent were trying to conquer thz:earth so they
coud b. "Members held their minds close," reports-Yerke,'as they lig-
tened to the play, which was executed by Ackerman, 3Braudtury & Yerke.
Bradtury did his part in executing it." Another enteriainment feaiure
of the eve was a contest with original illustrations by Krupa,Binder &
Orban as prizes. A soncdisk provided by Joe Kudera,fread of 4e in Om=
aha, was playd; containing dialog from 5 anidentifyd fantasy films,
Morojo:got all .ryt & pickt the illustration from "World Reborn''as her
reward, Bradbury was in 2d place & .took "When the Half-Gods Go", leav-
ing a panel-pic from an early New Amazing for Franklyn Brady.  Here's
how the ansrs of author RAHeinlein stackt up against the actual titles:
"The Grzat Train Robbery" ("0ld Dark Mouse!"), "Perils of Pauline" ("Hi
Treason), "Ecstasy" {("The Mummy'"), "Snow White & the Dwarfs" ('"Murders
in the Rue Morgue™) & "Grapes of Wrath'" ("The Invisible Man"). Kwite a
kidder: He was awarded the booby prize, an original Bradbury... et
- 26

Oct: When "Life-Line'" Feinlein & his wife Leslyn walkt in,they carryd
with them xtra editions of the Hollywood Gazetite, ink still wet, wich
Pcge 'as first to notice for one hac headlines: POGO,YERKE, MOROJO- AR~
RESTLD IN CULT RAID!  while the other's banner blazond: iTARS- MOON
RCCKZT LAMDS'L.A., 4SJ FETED. These caused no end of excitement during
the corese of the evening as one member after another woud enter the sa-
cred.portals & eventualy notice the newsheets.: Ansr was, they were
"faked up"; a fad current in LA.for.a couple wks. Additional ccmmotion
was caused when Bradbury dond a realistic mask made by Harryhausen.
4iac.admits to being actualy frytend for.the moment when Ray tapt - him
on the shgulder & he (4e) turnd to see this terrible toothy one-eyed
fiend confronting him. His reaction was instantaneous as he leapt from
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his chair ocathing "Omigod!" Ackerman, obviously effected, for he'for-
got his characteristic "Sacred Sciencel", exclamation for stfans, re-
ver.ing to the ingraind orthodox epithet, (Chicago's farfamed "Trudy"
took one look at a snapshot of Bradbury in the false face & promptly
dubd the Douglas."Ickypuss"!) / ) e ol s

' . 9 Nov: "Upon entering the Little Brown
Room, it appeared to be a continuation of the work left last Sunday---
the Sth,for the tables were piled high with copies of Futuria Fantasie
& Poleris in the procegs of being bound & addressed. " Editor Freehafer
of Piiaris had enlisted the aid of member Bill Crawford.” - Aye, the
editos-pukblisher of larvel Tales (Everett editions) & Unusual Stories
now has advanced to asst. stapler of Polaris, mimeomag! -  (This is not
to cast w.-k. asp-efit.s on Freehafer's fanmmag, wich 1s acknowleged by
one & ail to b the finest pub for the weirdist 'since The Fantasy Fan
bit the dreamdust.) "On another table RPra’bury, Editor of Futile Fan-
out, was busy addressing covies of his Teaily good magazine (as far as
editer Bradbury is concerned) (Reuce is o'y kiddin'. Try Brad's mag &

U wiil say "7ou can't keep A goon fan down'i  ov, he same thing,: -

T will say "™7ou can't k&ep A ¢ fan downt’ , th thing,.- - "I
can't stomach himi"® ~In case U vead thie: juet jokin',Ray; I still
ryt fer U, don®'t:I?) 1o the thrugands »f subsceribers.® - A surprise

Guest of Honor was brot sbout 9 o'cl by L™/znsen in the person of Jer-
ard Henrnie, Professor of Geology at the Uniwersity of Amsterdam, & one
of i 6 famous Dutch geologisis. Prof. Hennie discust lost contin-
ente & continsntal drifts, the exhaustion of the oil supply,aspects. of
evoiution, etc, % ' Coe

. 16 Nov: Guests present were Harold Taves, Pogo's bro
Jogu, & Wm Schillings of San Francisco., "Forrest J Ackerman announced
he had sent out a number of air-mail letters to prominent scientific-
tiorists involved or standing by in the present most bitter & blind of
all seci:ntifiction squabbles, asking them their opinions on the - LASFL
stalement appearing in the Vox Imaginius., A copy of the form sent out
& one reply from Robt A Marlle was read. Having finished,ickerman made
a mad dash to the P.0. in quest of finding more such returns. Return-
ing shortly in record time, he reported there was no soap, or letters
either, Feelers sent out among the members showed sentiment was a-
gainst any apology of any nature, & the matter was shelved until - the
next meeting." : s '

The results of our next meeting r now history, 1580 of
our "To Whom It May Concern" forms having been mimeod & major portion
distributed thruout fandom. Any interested party not yet having rcvd
copy & wishing one will b promptly maild same without charge;simply a-
dres request to LASFL, Bx 6475 Met Sta, LA, : '

v Conscious that too much
has been omitted from this résume, & more put poorly, I beg your ind-
ulgence, for my time is a tailor: it presses,

3 sk e ok Sk ke she ke sk sk o she sk e sk ok ke sk ke sk s sk sk sk sk sk ok ok 2k ke 2k sk ol vl sk ok 3k sk Sl sk ok ok 3k 3k 38 2k ok vk ok sk 3k e ake ke 2k ok Sk sk sk sk ok sk ok ok ok ok e ok

VOICE OF THE IMAGI-NATION (#4, now on sale), A partial list of the
contributors to our current issue will convince U that here is'a mag
not to be missed!  Tucker, Warner, Lowndes, Wilson, Reinsberg, Litz,
Sullivan, Speer, Hemken, Hasse, Korshak, Wolheim, Swisher, Beck,Carn =
ell, Dewey, Miske!: It's amazing, the "forum of fandom"! Coedited by
that diverting duo, 457 & Morojo! Only 10c from Bx 6475 Met Sta, LA.*
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("Fantasies That Became Fact", contimued from page 10.)

gave imformation which the super-—
ior astronomers of mythical Lapu-
ta had suppogedly found, wunknown
to European astronomers, regard-
ing the planet Mars.

Agcording to the non-existent
(&) science of laputa, the red
planet wags attended by two satel-
lites revolving about it, the in-
nermost of which was distant from
the planet exactly three dismeters
and the outermost five, the first
making its circle in ten hours

and the latter in twenty-one and
a half,
This, let us remind you, was

wildest fantasy, and wien we say
wildest for that period we really
mean wild. As far as the world
knew at that time, Mars had no.
satellites! And therein occured
pne of the most remarkable coin-

k364

cidences ever to be known to scie
ernce fiction.
One CENTURY AND A HALF later®

an astronomer by the name ofHallg..

utilizing a 26-inch telescope ab
the Naval Observatory, found the
real satellites, aftverword to be
called Phobos and Deimos, "Dread"
and "Fear'", to be distant from
the planet three (2.9) and seven.
(6.9)radii respectively and which
revolved a®ound Mars in periods
of seven and a half and thirty
hours. X

And all we can do ig to sit
back and gasp at the amazing sim-
ilarity of fiction from a man's
projected mentality---thrust out
gropingly~--and a discovery almost
precisely the same, not known to
mankind for more than one hundred
and fifty years later.,

{(T:4s interesting series by Mr. Haggard will be concluded next issue
with "Divine Prophecy", the third article to be presented.-Editor-.))
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FEATURING: "Quest of the Gods", a sequel to "Robots' Return",by
Robert Moore Williams; "Retirement", by L. Sprague DeCamp; "Sex
in Science Fiction", by Charles D. Hornig; editor of SCIZNCE FIC-
TION; "Einstein in Reverse) by Malcolm Jameson; "Double World) a
sclence article by Henry Bott; "Wateh Your G's", by Ralph Milne
Farley; "The Martian Enigma'", by Chester Geier; "Hope's End", by
Harry Warner, Jr, a poem; besides the editorial, "Eye to Zve",by
thz editor, and a "Science Fiction Service".Department for the
irtercsted reader. AILl contalned in the gala lst issue!
THIS!
3 issues; $1.00 per one year. (plblished bi-monthly) SEND ALL
.. .PTIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS TO: W. Lawrence Hamling; Editor-in-
T ‘ "STARDUST"
the magazine unique
2609 Argyle Street,
Chicago,  Illinois..
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0-0-0~0-0--0-0~0~0-0-0~-0-0
-  UWUAT FAY MACAZTIES?Y -
0 o) o)
- #*RBebert W. T,owndes -
0-0-0-0-0-0--0-0-0-0--0-0-0-C-0-6~0 :
The time has come when the dependent upon them, Whereever

simple term "fan megazine" can no
longer describe aptly the general
outlay of amateur publications
188t el by active lovers of imagi-
native fiction. Mainly, this is
beczuse there are now several di-
Stinc* tyves of amateur publica-
ticus  issued by these "fams" and
Ehat the original concept of the
fan mag" has greatly changed.
‘hat was this concept? It was,
rovghly,an aid to the profession-
al magezines., The originel "fan
magt, not counting those organs
of Dlomneer gcience correspendence
societies whizh dealt mostly with
experimentel and ecientific arti-
cles, dealt in bicgraphical ske-
tches of stf. wrfers,2ditors,art-
ists, etec,, occassional stories,
by these writers,"service departs
ments'' where olcdtime "Argosy' etc
stf was listed, foecasts on cur-
rent policies, lineups,and accep-
tances of the various writers and
general chatter about authers and
in reference to their-better-known
stories. There were, ng wuidl ,
semi-scientific articles. These
original fan magazines were ENe
tirely dependert upon ami’ sub-
ordinate to professional magazin-
es. They were real scientificti-
on morrzines.,
Y i however, the situation
in »rcéssicnal magazines became
such that their quality was great-
ly reduced and they were irregu-
ler in appearance, this function
of the amateur fan publication,
began to wither away., It did not
completely die, but it did gradu-
ally begin to be replaced. And ,
while fiction by imeginative fic-~
tion enthusicets appeared to a
greater extert , the accermt gradu-
ally fell upon organizations of
these fans. Thus, we had the 2nd
type @marszing, - ohe.whtch 7 ¢hs
primarily an aid to some particu-

lar fan-organization. It did,very
naturally, _ceter to the profess-
ional publications, but was not

aha
S

k‘l’

the professionals failed them,
there wes ample material in the
organization and activites of the
enthusiasts themselves. These
magazines were real "fan" magazi-
nes. :

A subsidiary of this general
type was tle magazine issued by a
single fan, independent of eny
particular organization. - These
consisted of fan-chatter, contro-
versies, personalities, service
departments, discussions of- ‘the
professional magezines. 3ut these
amateur publications were by no
means depandent either upon the
pr ofessional magezines, nor upon
any particular fan crganization.

The last type to appear was,
the amateur publication,  in the
FAPA, mostly, issucd by an enthu-
giast of pscudo-sciontific and or
weird-fehtastic fiction which ig-
nared the professional . magazine
entirely and fan-organizations...
as well. It was rcally an-inde-
pendeus mag=zine, good, bad, or
indiferent depending upon the ed-
itar's capsbilities both in the
technical field and in obtaining
material. e R

There were, and are, publicat-
ions which comhine to a certaih
extent all these main features.
But, the most interesting thing
is this: there is not today one
single fan mag that is dependert
upon tte continued existence of
professional stf and/or ffantasy
magazineg, and very few which
are dependert upon any particular
fan-organizatim ., Thus, the ori-
ginal "fan magazine" 1s a thing
of the past.

As this writer sees it, there
are in existence now three gener-
al typas of these amateur public-
ations (these types somewhat sim-
ilar, but not equal to, the orig-
inal fan magazines). And, of
course, there are the in-betweens,
those things which enalysts find
so deucedly anncying and wishthat
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tkey cculd safely ignore. Third: the independent litera-
Tirst: the "catholic fan maga- ry magazine,offered for subscrip-
zire", This type covers science tion,putlished for the sheer pur-
fict +n and/or fentasy, from as pese of exploliting the editor's
fer ":tck as possible to date,cat- urge for creatlion. It features
ers %o no particuler oublication, stowies, poetry, articles, and
covers the field in every possible whimsy by other _enthusiaets of
wars oooks, leaflets, articlesin imaginative fiction, “has iittle
nor -stf megazines, comics, etec, or No 1nterest.e1ther in profess-
Nc possibie scurce of imaginative ional publications or in fen org-
exnlecitaticn is closed to it.Pro- anizations. Examples: "The Fan-
mirent example: Spaceways, tast", - "Escape'", "Sweetness and
Seceond: the "fan news-gossip Light", "Futuria Fantasia', . and
megazine"., This is devoted prim- "polaris", While none of = these
arily to the individual fans or examples are as yet full-breed in
fan-gsroups, and, while running this type, they most closely res-
news ¢f the professionals,can get emble it and they are, I believe,
along very well without them.Pro- fore-runners of thrat type of "fan
minent example is: "Le Zombie", magazine" which wi_'l most endure,
~0=0=0=0=0=0-0~0~0=0=0~0-0=0~0=0~-0-0-0~0~0~0-0~0~-0-0~0-C-0-0-0~0-0-0-0
"HEART and WHACK" by Herry Warner Jr.
0-0-0~0~C~0~0-0-0-0-0-0~0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0~0-0~0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0~0-0-0=0-

The guestion has been asked dozens of times, and enswered as often;
Why is it that so many fantzsy authors turn out mesterpieces ﬂhen‘they
begin wriling; then degenerate and become hacks so swiftly? - The zans-
wer is perfectly obvious, of course. ~When an author first begins to
write, if he has talent, intelligence,or genius, or any or all  of
those, he writes good stories. As he gains experience he writes bet-
ter, ‘and the chances are that he sells better, And then he comes to
the ‘cressreads: sh:ll he conlimue as he nas been, writing goed stuff
in epere timey; or shall he try writing for a living? Almost always,
the l-tier alternztivza is decided uven. ) '

Thot brings up the point of this article. Which type of autlcr can
be ccunted on to produce the best stuff: the one who writes soley for
the leove of writing, with no hope of selling----or very little--3; ‘the
one who has a steady job and writes merely in his spare time to make
some exira nieney: or the one who writes for his living?

To consider one at a time: the first type is almost non-existswb,.
There ‘are very few men who take the time to write a story with no
hopes of selling, and for their own amusement. Those that do undoubt-
edly turn out messy products, anyway--most of them, at any rate. And
if they have no view of selling, maybe they don't submit their stories
in the end anyvhow. I would go so far as to say. that you'll almost ne-
ver read a piece of fiction in a professional magazine, by someone who
wrote it, forgot about it, and someday submitted it. '

Then come those who write as a sideline-~~and it's my opinion that
they turn out the best fiction of all. For they have no particular
schedule to fill; no worry about whether they'll eat next week if "In-
vaders Trom Mars" doesn't selly and can write just about as they ple-
ase, And look at the huge number of stf and fantasy authors who fall
within this category! Just about everyone who's rated tops by intel-
ligent fans, A. Merritt--who writes fantasy as a sideline, of course,
even though his work is literary--, E.E. Smith, Dr. Keller, and almost
every other top-f}lght writer, Most important, they turn out good
Egrg E?E? of the time, because they are usually well enough equipped

And finally, those who live by writing. There aren't many whowrite
fantasy almost exclusively and live by it--Eando Rinder and Jack Will-
lamson are the ones who come closest, I believe, But of course there
are a great many authors who live by their writings of other types of
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fiction,and also dabble in fantasy more or less extensively.Like T'.'A.

Kummer, for instance, é
laturally, you can't expect a writer to sell---not write---at least
three or four thousand .words a week of »ulp fiction, and still turn

out masterpieces every time, There are bound to be a bunch of " bad
stories; but at the same time, conditicns are usually pretty favorable
for some good ones too, For an author who writes extensively has one

big 2 rantage--~he has experience. Which. is something the ones in my
firs* group don't -have, and the ones in the second to a limited extent
onipeL imesit  of *the ‘Bime, Rut the. trouble is that most of those who

write for a living fall into a rut.Given experienve and a modi-cum of
serze, , a writer who gets the :breaks sooner or later comes to the
oloce where he can write slmost mechanically. Some of the Western au-
thers, for instance, have almost unbelievable production rates. One
Western hack writer, it is said, can:turn out a full novelette in a
morning's work; a novel in several days,  and is nct even forced - to
write,re-draft, and copy his work! Instead, he writes -end submits just
as it first flows from nis typewriter, But this is nearly impossible
in the fantasy field--~there is too much - need -of- decent plots there,
fairly strong characterization, scientific accuracy, and a good power
of description tc allow such hasty werk. ] ; .

It would secem,that the place to look for masterpleces 13 frgm those
who don't take their writing too serioeusly; -spend plerty of time on a
story; and don't worry too much cver whe'ther their wor's will go  for
nothing or not. The perfect example of this, I think, is E.E, Smith,
He has a godd position with (of all things) a doughnut factory; and
writes only when the time is to be had.’e spends two years on a story,
more or less--Bloch wrcte one in eight days of Smith's average length
‘but maybe therefs a difference in the quality!---and it's about aSgepé
when it'8:4n print as it's humanly possible to meke it. An author
whose existence depends on his typewriter can't afford to waste
this much time, so perhaps it's best not to censure scme of the hacks
for not writing like Smith or Merritt. Even though they are usually
capable of better work than they ordinarily produce,
. A pmerfect example of the writer-who-writes, and the writer-who-wri-
tes-for~-livelihood;and the way thev'll attack a given framework, is 1o
be had by comparing Stanley G, Weinbaum's "3lack Flame" and Eendo Bin-
der's "Lords oft Creation".- - It is 'said that Weinbaum wrote "Black Fla-
me" and other two yarns in that huge novel for the love of his putiing
hircelf on paper and  with no view of ever seeing - it in print,
Thoagh I'm incljined to-doubt:that, 'it's very probable that SGW di-dn't
ext:ct to seld the novel, at least for years., If he were still Tiving
norcne would be likely to. know it existed, even. But his death brought
i% ebout, On the other hand, "Lords of Creation" is a typical Binder
story,. , : _
~  RBoth deal with a man who is put into suspended antmation and awak-
ens in the future, The means of doing this are different; one is a-
ware and the other is not. But théy awaken alone, and sot out to eplre
the world of - the far future. They find it vastly different--in rather
Similar waxs in both stories--a queen, or nean-queen, fascinates them,
gnd their love for a girl of a low caste holds both. - The solution is
diffevent in ‘the two -yarns; but need I say which is better...?
:  Weinbaum, to follow up the comparison,  was of course a much better
writer than Binder is., Few can doubt thé truth of that stotement: ev-
en-in Pinder's €arlier days he never turned out a true masterpiece of
fantacy,that will be. forever remembered. - But suppose Weinbaum had. be-
en #&-hack--in a way he has, naturally, 'but not in this case-~and had
set cu- to write "The Rlack Flame', . And suppose Binder were a chemist
or a boocknreper, or an editor, still had the ability to write, and set
out to write "Lords of Creation"?

Don't blame that hack you're always censuring too much until you
investigate! Fe might be just a lousy author--but then again--%

——
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H., G+ WELLS
(an open letter)

- by Joseph Gilbert =

B T T Ty —

My dear Mr. Wells:- :
Do you remember that preface,
to yvour book, "Seven Famous Nov-
els" in which you wrote: ,
"These tales have been compar-
ed with the works of Jules Verne
anéd ticy was a disposition on,
the puart of 1literary journalists
at one time to call me the Eng-
lish Jules Verne. As a matter of
fact, there is no literary resem-
blance whatever between the anti-
cipatory inventions of the great
Frenchman and these fantasies,
His work dealt, almost always with
actual possibilities of invention
and discovery, and he made some
remar:-2kle forecasts. The inter-

est he invoked was a pructidasl

one; he wrote and believed, and
told that this or that could be
done, which was not at that time
done, He helped his reader to im-
agine it done, and to realize wh-
at fun, excitement or mischief
could ensue, Many of his inven-
tions hawe '"come true'. But these
stories of mine collected here do
not pretend to deal with possible
thinzs; they are excersises of
imagination in a quite different
field,....My early, profound and
lif>'ong admiration for Swift,
app>:--3 again and again in this
coll -Lion, and it is particulaxy-
ly csvilent in a predisposition to
make thie stories reflect upon
conw:. .morary political and social
corditions."

In csther and fewer words,Verne
was looiing forward to greater
mechanical changes,while your own
stori - reflected social predic-
tions a.d views.

But is *that what wmade'The Time
Machine'"one of the most enjoyable
and forceful books 1in gll litera-

Wiz Page 19

ture? Is that the reason that the
"Invisitle Man", "In the Days of
thelEomesthy 1Tka | madandt . ot slek
Moreau',and my own favorite, '"The
Food of the Gods'", can be read
equally enjoyed Ly marage mechan-
ic and college professbér alike?
Is that the reason that '"The War
of the Worlds" can be made into a
broadcast, forty-two years after
its writing, and still convule a
nation into hysterics?

The real explanation,Mr. Wells
ig- that you told a story,and told
it 'with an enthralling realism, a
force, and a vividness that has
never been equalled. Sure, the

sociology was there. But it was
underneath, and not forced down
the throat of the reader. These

magnifitales of Time and Space,
had a deep, underlying-thoughty
but to the casual reader, they
were merely, nightily entertain-
ing "escape". As imaginative es-
cape they are unexcelled,and pro-
bably will remain so. They nhad a
gsrieer realism,a power to convince
that was almost unbelievable. If
you wanted to zo veneath the sur-
face, fine and zood, but if only
wanted to resd fruly great stf.,.
then the reflectiion on the sur-
face was there, Ior your admira-
tion, too.

But things were evolving, Mr.
Wells. You blazed a trail, and
such was the novelty of the trail
that 1t could not 1long avoid ex-
ploitat;on. A magazine of imagi-
native fiction was started by a
shrewd publisher, with more ima-
gination than scruples. Its suc-
cess exceeded everyone's dreams,
and, thus stf. came into the wor-
1ld as a rezular, profitable ent-
erprise. Its earlier days saw
some splendid literagture publish-
ed in this field. But today----?

You're right!

The real situation that devel-
oped, and which concerns you,tho-
ugh, was the fact that the writ-
ers of these pulps, had no real
foundation to build on, no prece-
dent to follow,outzide of the pb=
viougs one of that of a novelist
by the name of Wellg. So follow
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him they did.

I don't kndw how many times the
theme of time-travel, which orig-
inated with you,has been used Mr,
Wells. I don't believe that any-
one else does either. Nor have I
any conception of the number of
writers who have hacked their way
throuzh the thought suggested by
the "Invisible Man'". As for the
conception of a Martian Invasion
wihich was used in the "War of the
Worlds'"-1 Let's don't talk about
oL P,

S0 you see,your short stories,
your magnificent novels were com-
bed for every suggestion which
miziit make a science fiction yarn
and zradually certain themes were
used so frequently and were ‘so,
identified with you, that those
themés were branded as '0ld fash-
ionzd", and you with them.

"Well", said those who apprec-
iated menius, "Wait until he wri-
tes another- scientifictional yarn
and you will see how old fashion-
ed he is".

You wrote that yarn. The title
of it was "Star Begotten". But
there was only wailing, and beat-
ing of breasts, and gnashing of
teeth in the pro-Wells camp ,
when 1t appeared. This wasn't

Wells! ©Not the Wells of the "Ti-
me Machine" and '"The War of the
Worlds". This fellow was only a

preacher with a long, dull, fic-
tionized sermon.

That's what "Star Begotten'
was, Mr. Wellgs; a sermon. You
weren't telling a story; you were
merely teaching soclology. Pér=
haprs I can best sum up-my impres-
sions by quoting from a report I
mac: cn it some time ago. 7 .
Somew :nt as follows:

"e. ..-—=bluntly this is rotten.
Usually Mr. Wells is content to
let the story point the moral.
But i: this garrulous and monote-
nous mass of words he talks, and
talks,until it seems that he will
never run down until eternity
ends and Father Time dies of fal-

1 rch
e?Tﬁe s%ory tA group of Martilans,

(presumably, the author does not

-A prosey .
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state specifically,) send down a
barrage of cosmic rays to affect
a mutation which will change Ear-
thlings into Martianlings, The
chap who is supposed to be tell-
ing the story, turns out to be a
mutation.

One can almost tell a period,
when the author will pull a soap=-
box out of his hat, and with a
fierce look, bleat= "Unaccustomed
as I am to lectur1ng~ahem—‘ and
then a bombardment of tedious wo-
rds that makes the victim groan
in agony. What has happened to
the immortal. Wells of "The First
Men in the Moon" "The Invisible
Man'", and "The Food of the Gods"?
reformer has taken. the
place of the author of the swift-
ly moving, beautifuly written no~
vels which are due to take their-
ptace in the crowded hall of the
immortals."

That wasn't very complimentary,
was it? But I don't believe any
stf. fan felt very compllmentary
when "Star Begotten' appeared. It

" wasn't science fiction, you know.

The motion picture "Things to
Come',and "The Man Who €ould Work
Miracles'" proved there still is
that strange peculiar imaglnative
genius in you; that the Wells who
just wants to argue,can be downed
by a Wells who can still mix soc-
iology with fiction so that nei-
ther get in the way of the other.

Perhaps that Wells has gone
forever. No one grows younger.
Certain it is that the Wells of

today is not the Wells of Yester-
day.

Don't mind Orson Welles and my-
self,H.Ge; the truly Wellslan im=
mensity of the cosmic concepts
which you have created, have ear-
ned you life, life-long after we
have become tiny particles of gr-
it in the sahds of time.
0-0-0~0-0~-0~0~0-0~0-~0~0~0-0-0~0-0
COMING IN FUTURZ ISSU=S: Material
by Don Wilcox, Robert Moore Will-
iams, Forest J Ackerman,=zz Smith,
Haggard, Korshak, ~eier, Tucker,&

a mxrlad of otners SUBSCRIBE to
STRA now.
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"AN LIB" . (What our READERS say)

Opa¥ing up with a letter from JOHN W. CAMPBELL, Jr, editor of AST-
QUNDING and TINKNOWN: "Strangely; I enjoyed immensely ' E.E.Smith™ s
article on editing. Maybe Iim huran, or something, But, at the same
time T had the unpleasant feeling of: "that's all right now, but just
wait--" hanging over me. Bacause, while Smith had seen only the first
part, I knew what we'd had to do with =zome of the others, You see,
type nst being elastic,sometimes, to make pages fili, or to get it ali
in, we have to cut or stretch a bit----which means some lines-of edit-

ing. 'Some stories have to be cut as much as 30 lines coi type, even 30
lines, simply because there isn't an extra-page for thie yarn. We try
to do the editing as painlessly as possible, naturallky. =

Also, sometimes the editor sees'a different story in the author's
yarn and, by changing a few'lines, shifte the whole emphasis of the
yarn. That can, of course, improve or ruin a yarn, depending on the
viewpoint. But sometimes thet's necessary, as when the author's orig-
inal set-up would have fearfully offended some group. Lots of lovely
ideas in Heinlein&s coming "If This Goes On~---" have been ruthlessly
heartrendingly, torn out. Lord knows, he's got plenty left; but it
did hurt to have to take out the rest. But-~--if we didn't, they'd
have been apt to take out the magazine that printed it." L o b

Rarely heard from MOROJO,west-coast live-spark of fiéminine fandom
writes: "Since I'm one of those AWFUL FUTURIANS it myt behoove U
not . publish anything,even a letter, by me til after the coming Con-
vention. ((Woman, what strange thots emter into thy head! Mr.)) How-
ever--- '

I'd like to say a few things about AD ASTRA privately because
I think U're certainly keeping your promise to give us better & better
material., This issue, MNov. '39, is most interesting. To be able to
publish articles by EESmith & JWCampbell Jr is certainly an accomplich-
ment, : : '

Ze's "Arrival" 1s even more entertaining than his :'"Re-berth",
which I liked very much. (I watcht him write the latter, holdinghis
typortable on his lap, on the train on our way beck.i¢ I-A from the Ny-
con,d Ofcorse, I'm partial to Forry for 2 definite reasons: His pecu-
liar “styl" of writing intrigues me, & I like to read about the things
I do & see the way he tells abeut them.. ' -

_ : | It is so much more interest-
ing reading artieles by Bob Madle, J "rv" Haggard & other of your con-
tributors, sinee having met. them in person at the "W"'Si'C. .I. have ev-
ery intention of renewing those acquaintances at the Chicon, aswelas
looking forward to meeting for the firstime Bob Tucker,™.Harry Warner,
Wally Marconette & others in your "naborhood"---&....the Gray Lensmant
GREAT PENSI'AN! “ '

Krupa's illustration swell. (There is another young
man I enjoyd meeting.) Farwest Facts always firstclass, don't U think?
Wolheim's article on Sex in Science Fiction good; that is to say,I was
very much pleased with its purpose. Ad Lib, essential.” .

From another non-s-f-fan reader of AA, MELBOURNE L, LEAVITT (for
the benefit of vou dubious LAers thereabouts,he lives at 6lo S. Manha-
ttan Place): "T am enclosing 25 cents, and would appreciate your
entering my subscription to AA for the next three issues. I believe
the magazine grows more interesting with each issue, and you have my
heartiest congratulations on its deserved success." ;




!
Page 22. AD ASTRA

Hearing briefly from Paul. H. Svencer: "That last AD ASBTRA ,
wag a wow. I mean 1v,1it was probably the best single issue of a fanmg
?'ve ever read! Gongrgtsl If AA were printed, FANTASY would be left
way behind." ((To which we breathlessly rcply: Thanks ¥R))

IFF Member, Chicon vooster THOMAS HINDDY,says: "Z.Z. Smith's
article excellent, Campbell's superb. Krupa's work always good, this
was very good. I always like to see something be 4e & boyoboy, ne's
here three times! On happy day! That makes it a super-swell magnifi-
cent issue of the first water. Wolheim's article showed some thought,
an@-I quite.agreed with him. Cover was not so goocd, or maybe the front
side of the contents page is not a cover. If not, what is it. (( We
considered the Krupa drawing the cover, and it was only beczuse of the
1280 ainute rush to be off to Philly for the _Conference, that we had
to nurriedly cut the "cover" you, and several other discerning rzaders
have criticized. We had intended oputting the Kruva drawing on the
outside, but in the last minute scramble, we didn't havé time to cut
a Tull page of solid Lype. MR.)) g

‘ay J. Sienkiz ns  of Scranton, Penn., who closes his letter--
AD Actraly yours', writes: "I'm writing thid letter to tell you that,
your tagazine, AD ASTRA, is absolutely, postively the best fan mag on
the wmarket. Don't ask me what market 'cause I do not Know."

Postcarded.from SAMUSEL D. RUSSELL: "No. 4 AD ASTRA  received
this morning and contsnts not=d with benign approval. Cover, however
disapvroved of; even if good i1llustrators are extinct, surely you could
have drgwn p fitier lettering than that of a typewriter. Planographing
of the Krupa illustration was excellent, and you cnose a zood one, too.
Dr. Smith's article, of course, heads the issue in cquality as well as
ordar,bsing written by.one of the few authors who realize that sclence
fiction has a literary aspect. His opinions are refreshingly frank &
to the polnt. Campbell's plece is likewise excelllent;;reat length in
stories 1is too often the result of padding rather than development.
L4e's breezy accounts are, as always, invigoratimg reading; Darrow's
statistical series is valuable to us guys with the iolss in our col-
lections;Madle's and Croutch's piéces are interesting _nformative; the
book reviews should be longer;. J. Harvey Haggard's article on Zrasmus
Darwin is a swell idea; Wolheim's bit on sex is rather wandering and
vague." ((Sam got a lot oa that postecard. ¥R.)) LA

((AD LIB had to be cut short this issue, so we can't print all
those letters of interesting.comhent We zec2:v3d from: Joseph Gilbert,
Melvin C. Schmidt, Harold F. Bemson, Henry D. Goldman, "Dow'" Lowndes
Gerald W. lieader, George P. Calvert, Harry Werner,Jr., 2Jay Pauley--
E,rys Evans, Ralph C. Hamilton, and many other readers of AA. We pro-
mise you, next issue, an extra large AD LIB.
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STATISTICAL RESUME: "ASTOUNDING SCIZENCE~FICTION" BY Richard I. Meyer.
To dzte there have been 1 2 1lssu- publication since Oct. '33 to0 Jan.

es of Astounding Stories (now As- '40,inecl. From Vol.l2;#2 to Vol,
touniing Science-Fiction), inclu- 24;#3. All were monthly.

and Street

ding voth the Clayton

& Smith publications.
CLAYTON'S

There were 34 Clayton 1lssues pub-

lished. From Vol.l;#1 to Vol.l1l0;
#3 they werc monthly. There were
4 igsues published  bi-monthly,

from ¥ol.1ll;#1 to Vol,12;#1
" STREEZT & SMITH'S
There have been 75 issues of this

Harry Bates was Zditor of the ma-

%azine when published by Clayton.
.Orlin Tremaine. with ~Desmond
Hall as ASSC, was Zditor of th
Street & $mi£h Astounding, until
February '38, when John W. Camp-
bell,Jr. took the former's job.
Cover artists for Astounding ,
since its beginimpgin 1930, were
Wesso, Brown, Rogjers, Finlag,Frew
Schneeman, & Gilmore. Price 20¢.



The Chouvl'z ‘Jhazsetve 13 just the
thing youw want Zor that oh, so
quiet evening st home beside
the firevlace and the dogd The
fan's home comnanion retails at
three copies for ten cents ....
a bargain among fan magazines |

The name?..¢v0++.4.. oOh yes ,
we call it:

| LE ZUMBIE

"The ¢houl'!s Ghazette
2.0. Box 260 Bloomington,Ill.

(sample conies sent to new fans)

HE\ FAN !

Are you interested in the 190 solence fictlon Oonven*lo 17 Lre you
"up" on the details?......of the rlans for the gala days in Ciide
cezo next swumer when the fantasy gang gets together for the ann-
vai jamboree?....... have you.heard of the costume plans, calling

for Tans to appear at the convention becdecked after thelr fsvori

acience~filctlion characters?...... do ver hnow of ths Latest G-
velugmelud to moking those conming davs the pgrandest in youn S aR—
tesy lifsi If you do NOT know the latest devselceprniznts, you are
veing left behind in the matter of up-to-date informaticn...... we
sugzest you rectify the situation at onces The sum of fifty cents
brings ycu one years mewmbership in the ILLINI FFANTASY FICTICWELRS,

thiz organization sponsoring the Chicago 190 World Science Iiction
Conventionf; further it brings you all privleges connected with
the same, including subscription to the ten-page bi-monthly maga-
zine, FAWL.SY FICTIONLLLK, which carries all the informat ion you
need to be "up" on convention plans! Jrite
ltichard I. ieyer, Secretary-Treasure, 3156 Cambridge Ave., Chicago
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What is YLaRDBOOK? Read what wort .Jeizingor, editcr of STLARTLIRG

STORILS says cf 1%:

Tihe YiIARBOOK of scilence,weird & fantasy-fiction 2
1s almost encyclopellc in scape, carries a ccomplete index te praos-
tically every line of =cience fiction penned during the year 1373, - }
with names of mesgazines, aalps, authors,; stories,artists, A pCCT“v
handy item to those that skipned en issue or two of any mag in uis
f1eld, This YLARBCUK is an invaluable cazalog of science fiction
for the past year, Tip for 1939 issue: =ditors should note length
of stories indexed, whether novelette or short story, etc. "

T 0
if‘ Aot = 8¢ ~ '-"] | e =
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and bditor weisinger, wo took your tip! The
1939 YEARBOOK of Science, wWeird and fantasy Ficticn for 19%9 is now
realyavece wWill be in the mails soon af ter this page aprears! In
addition to the above, YEARBOOK received glewing compliments from
John Ws Cambell, Jr., editor of ASTOUNDING and UNKNO:WN; :arnsworth
Jright, ecitor of J[LIRD TALiS, Chandler whipple, former editor of
ARGOSY, and many others in the weird,fantasy and science-fiction
fi21d} bditors, authors.... and most of all, fans need this YIiAL
BCCK -- 1t is more than an "item" or catalog of 1939 fantasy fic-
tion? It emounts to an authority of professional fiction, contain-~
ing, this year, 21l the informaticen on all the soience, weird, and
tantasy fiction published by the regular fantasy magazines of ﬂu@e
countries: United States, Ingland and France! ™

The 1939 YEARBOOK, like last years, is 1n two sections (bound to-
gether, of course); the first section containg every title appear-
ing in the magazines of the three countries of 1939, listed alpha-
becically together with the name of magazine an¢ deate of appearance,
The sec::. section 1s a chronological survey, gilving the complete
contents of every magazine for every date of appearance, including
the author, artlst length and type (or kind) of story!

The YLARBOOK is not just a fan magazine, in either size or scope 1}
In size it nears fifty pagesi No fan magazine thabt! And its scope-
-- well, the fantastic fiction of three nations covers groundl The
YEARBOOK, during the last year has earned itself the reputstion of

(3

an authority; inrumerabvle readers consulted it, fan-auvthwors bo: 2l

material for articles on 1t; approximently 200 fantasy fans U2
it for an index to their collection -- & vital part of their coll-
ectioni

But..... need we go on? Anyone who has a 1938 YHARBOOK is our
greatest advertiser! Take the fanis word for it: it is a muwst on

your list!
G

YEARBCCK CF SCIENCE WEIRD 6 FRNTRSY T
204 *

P.O. Box 26C Bloomington, Illinois
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